
Semester-VI 

Course: HIE306:  

Ancient Indian religions and traditions (Hindu, Jain and 
Buddhist) 

̆ાચીન ભારતીય ધમ½ અને પરંપરાઓ (�હƛȳૂ , ȑન અને બૌć) 

 Minor: Paper: 6 

Course Code HIE306 

Course Title Ancient Indian religions and traditions (Hindu, Jain and 
Buddhist) 

Course Level 300-399 

Credit 4 

Total engagement 4 Credits x 15 Hours = 60 Hours 

Teaching per week 4h 

Minimum weeks 
per semester 

15 weeks (Including classwork, examination, preparation & 
holidays) 

Effective from 2025-2026 

Purpose of Course  The course aims to provide students with a comprehensive 
understanding of the religious traditions of ancient India and their 
contributions to Indian culture and civilization. It focuses on the 
development, principles, and expansion of Hinduism, Jainism, and 
Buddhism, along with their influence on Indian society and other 
parts of Asia. This knowledge fosters respect for diverse philosophies 
and nurtures critical historical awareness. 

Course Objective The objective of this course is to provide students with a foundational 
understanding of ancient Indian religions—Hinduism, Jainism, and 
Buddhism—by exploring their origins, philosophical principles, key 
figures, and developmental stages. It aims to analyze the role of 
religion in shaping Indian culture, social structure, and values, as 
well as its influence beyond India, especially in Greater and East 
Asia. Through critical examination of archaeological remains, 
literary sources, and religious philosophies, the course encourages 
learners to appreciate the spiritual and cultural heritage of ancient 
India and its lasting impact on global civilization. 

Course Outcomes CO1: Identify archaeological and literary sources that inform about 
ancient Indian religious traditions.  
CO2: Summarize the stages of Hinduism's development and its 
primary sects.  
CO3: Differentiate between the major sects and beliefs within 
Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism.  
CO4: Assess the impact and contribution of Jainism and Buddhism 
in shaping the cultural identity of India and its neighboring regions.  
CO5: Illustrate the life and teachings of Mahavira and Buddha. 
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Course Content  

Unit-1  
1.1 Resources to know ancient Indian religion 
and tradition 
1.2 Contribution of religion in the development 
of Indian culture 
1.3 Religious spirit reflected in the remains of 
Indus-Saraswati civilization 
 
Unit-2  
2.1 Hinduism- Concept and stages of 
development of Hinduism 
2.2 Main sects, sects of Hinduism 
2.3 Propagation and spread of Hinduism in 
Greater India 
 
Unit-3 
3.1 Life and work of Mahavira Swami 
3.2 Main principles and ideals of Jainism, sects 
3.3 Propagation and spread of Jainism- 
Contribution of Jainism 
 
Unit-4  
4.1 Life and work of Gautama Buddha 
4.2 Main principles and ideals of Buddhism, 
sects 
4.3 Propagation and spread of Buddhism in the 
countries of Agni Asia 
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Gujarati version 
 એકમ- 1  

1.1 ̆ાચીન ભારતીય ધમ½ અને પરંપરાન ેĤણવાની સાધન સામ˴ી  

1.2 ̆ાચીન ભારતના સદંભ½મા ંધમ½ અને પરંપરાની િવભાવના  

1.3 ભારતીય સƨંȢૃિતના િવકાસમા ંધમ½નો ફાળો  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

એકમ - 2 

2.1 �હƛȳુધમ½- િવભાવના અને �હƛȳૂધમ½ના િવકાસના તબïાઓ 

2.2 �હƛȳુધમ½ના ȺƉુય પથંો, સં̆ દાયો 

2.3 ȸહૃદ ભારતમા ં�હƛȳુધમ½નો ̆ચાર અને ̆સાર 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

એકમ - 3 

3.1 મહાવીર ƨવામીȵુ ંĥવન અને કાય½  

3.2 ȑનધમ½ના ̆Ⱥખુ િસćાતંો અને આદશҴ, સં̆ દાયો 

3.3 ȑનધમ½નો ̆ચાર અને ̆સાર- ȑન ધમ½ȵુ ંયોગદાન 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

એકમ- 4 

4.1 ગૌતમ ȸćુȵુ ંĥવન અને કાય½ 

4.2 બૌą ધમ½ના ̆Ⱥખુ િસćાતંો અને આદશҴ , સં̆ દાયો 

4.3 અ�Ɗન એિશયાના દ°શોમા ંબૌą ધમ½નો ̆ચાર અને ̆સાર 
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