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Course: HIE306:

Ancient Indian religions and traditions (Hindu, Jain and

Buddhist)
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Course Code

HIE306

Course Title

Ancient Indian religions and traditions (Hindu, Jain and

Buddhist)
Course Level 300-399
Credit 4

Total engagement

4 Credits x 15 Hours = 60 Hours

Teaching per week

4h

Minimum weeks
per semester

15 weeks (Including classwork, examination, preparation &
holidays)

Effective from

2025-2026

Purpose of Course

The course aims to provide students with a comprehensive
understanding of the religious traditions of ancient India and their
contributions to Indian culture and civilization. It focuses on the
development, principles, and expansion of Hinduism, Jainism, and
Buddhism, along with their influence on Indian society and other
parts of Asia. This knowledge fosters respect for diverse philosophies
and nurtures critical historical awareness.

Course Objective

The objective of this course is to provide students with a foundational
understanding of ancient Indian religions—Hinduism, Jainism, and
Buddhism—by exploring their origins, philosophical principles, key
figures, and developmental stages. It aims to analyze the role of
religion in shaping Indian culture, social structure, and values, as
well as its influence beyond India, especially in Greater and East
Asia. Through critical examination of archaeological remains,
literary sources, and religious philosophies, the course encourages
learners to appreciate the spiritual and cultural heritage of ancient
India and its lasting impact on global civilization.

Course OQutcomes

COl: Identify archaeological and literary sources that inform about
ancient Indian religious traditions.

CO2: Summarize the stages of Hinduism's development and its
primary sects.

CO3: Differentiate between the major sects and beliefs within
Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism.

CO4: Assess the impact and contribution of Jainism and Buddhism
in shaping the cultural identity of India and its neighboring regions.
COS: Illustrate the life and teachings of Mahavira and Buddha.
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Mapping between COs/PSOs | PSO1 | PSO2 | PSO3 | PSO4|PSOS5
Cos with PSOs CoO1

CO2

Cco3

CO4

Cos

Unit-1

1.1 Resources to know ancient Indian religion | Teaching

and tradition Hour- 15

1.2 Contribution of religion in the development

of Indian culture

1.3 Religious spirit reflected in the remains of

Indus-Saraswati civilization Teaching

Hour- 15

Unit-2

2.1 Hinduism- Concept and stages of

development of Hinduism

2.2 Main sects, sects of Hinduism Teaching
Course Content 2.3 Propagation and spread of Hinduism in Hour- 15

Greater India

Unit-3

3.1 Life and work of Mahavira Swami

3.2 Main principles and ideals of Jainism, sects Teaching

3.3 Propagation and spread of Jainism- Hour- 15

Contribution of Jainism

Unit-4

4.1 Life and work of Gautama Buddha

4.2 Main principles and ideals of Buddhism,

sects

4.3 Propagation and spread of Buddhism in the

countries of Agni Asia
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